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The same course that is taken in England out of towns; every
man according to his ability instructing his children. ... I thani
God there are no free schools, and I hope we shall not have them these
hundred years; for learning has brought disobedience and heresy and
sects into the world.
But, despite the biased remarks of the testy governor,
by 1692 the constant effort to obtain an institution of
learning was finally rewarded. Through the activities of
the Reverend James Blair, D.D., the bishop's commissary
in Virginia, a charter for the College of William and Mary,
a gift of £2000 and of twenty thousand acres of land, and
the right to certain colonial taxes were obtained from the
king, and large donations were made by the planters and
additional support was provided by the assembly. In fact,
the college was for the times munificently endowed, and it
did a great work in training scholars, statesmen, judges,
military officers, and other leaders during the struggle
for independence. Toward the end of the colonial period
(1749) Washington College (now Washington and Lee
University) was also founded in Virginia. Moreover,
"free" schools greatly increased in number and had their
courses much improved.
Throughout this early period, however, education was
regarded as a special privilege, and the masses were mostly
employed in raising tobacco and in other manual pursuits.
For the sons of these people, the only educational legis-
lation was that provided between 1643 and 1748 in various
acts concerning the industrial training of the poor, ap-
prentices, wards, and orphans. In keeping with English
precedents, these children were taught a trade by the
masters to whom they were indentured, or trained in the
flax-house established by public funds at James City.
Thus, by the middle of the eighteenth century a fair pro-

